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The Pipeliner

If you are interested in
helping with future edi-
tions, please contact Pr
Rich, Donna in the office,
or Gordon

Fitzgerald.
This is your newsletter
and we need your help to
make it a success. Also, if
you would like to receive
it by e-mail, please let us
know.

Pastor’s Corner

| was an action movie junkie. |
grew up watching Clint East-
wood, Arnold Schwarzenegger,
Bruce Willis and Sylvester Stal-
lone fighting hand-to-hand, firing
guns with seemingly endless am-
munition, driving in high-speed
car chases and being followed by
explosion after explosion. These
guys were tough. They never
took lip from anybody and always
had a cool comeback. They were
real men.

They were fictional. There was

nothing real about them. Yet they
are kind of what guys aspire to
be. Even if our heroes are real
people, this macho image seems
to be the ideal. We like our
sports heroes tough and cool.
We want them to be winners. We
want them to be in charge of
their own destiny. The thinking is
that being in control makes you a
real man.

It seems very odd then, that so
many Christian men today drop
the ball when it comes to where
the Bible tells them to lead—their
own families.

“Wives, submit to your own hus-
bands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife
even as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, and is himself
its Savior. Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit in everything to
their husbands.

Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her, that he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her
by the washing of water with the
word, so that he might present
the church to himself in splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, that she might be
holy and without blemish. In the
same way husbands should love
their wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his wife loves him-
self.” (Ephesians 5:22-28)

Men love to quote this section of
Scripture in an argument (at least
the first part) but they don’t al-
ways appreciate the demands it
makes on them. Christian men
are called to be the spiritual lead-
ers in their family. The above
passage follows on the heels of a
section where Paul speaks of
Christians being imitators of God
and doing what is pleasing to the
Lord. He warns, “Look carefully
then how you walk, not as un-
wise but as wise, making the
best use of the time, because
the days are evil.” It is the duty of
a husband and father to lead his
family in walking in Christ, seeing
to it that his family is strong in
faith and in communion with their
savior. Paul goes on to write,
“Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and instruc-
tion of the Lord.” Doing this is
fulfilling the duty of a “real man.”

Yet when you look in churches
today it is the wives who are so
often in the pew with the chil-
dren, the husband having shirked
his spiritual duty and stayed
home. Ironically, he often does
so because of some supposedly
“manly” activity like sports, home
repairs or the aftermath of a night
drinking with the boys. That's
being an irresponsible boy, not
being a man of God.

Men, your children love and ven-
erate you. Your wives respect
you. When you make Christ the

priority in your life, your family
follows. When you pray with
them and for them, you are mak-
ing it clear you love them and
care about both their temporal
and eternal welfare. When you
study the Bible and do daily de-
votions with them you all gain the
wisdom of God and you have an
opportunity to pass on your own
wisdom and experience. When
you experience the love of Christ
at home and in worship, it fosters
your love for one another as a
family and sustains you through
troubled times. The benefits of
leading your family spiritually are
endless. The consequences of
not doing so may be dire.

Men, be real men. Be the man
God called you to be. Be the ex-
ample and leader your family
looks to in spiritual matters. Lead
in prayer. Lead in study of the
Word. Lead in worship. Women,
respectfully hold your men ac-
countable for being the leader
they are supposed to be. Encour-
age them and follow them in the
ways of the Lord. Children, obey
your parents. Ask them your
guestions about God. Pray with
them every day.

God created families in Eden be-
fore the fall into sin and He gave
them their order. They are good
and precious in His sight. Strive
to live out your role in your fam-
ily, be it husband and father, wife
and mother, or son or daughter,
in as God pleasing a fashion



as you can. Encourage each
member to do the same.

Being a “real man” is not a
dream on the silver screen where
somebody Kkills all the bad guys
and saves the day. Being a real
man is God's calling to every
husband and father baptized in
His name. Being a real man is
doing your best to be an imitator
of Christ Jesus, serving your
family by leading them in the
ways of God. Christ died and
rose that all might be saved
through faith in Him. He already
beat the bad guys and saved the
day. With the help of the Holy
Spirit, real men daily lead their
families to more strongly look to
Him. Be the man.

Proverbs 4:1-9

Hear, O sons, a father's instruc-
tion,
and be attentive, that you may
gain insight,
for | give you good precepts;
do not forsake my teaching.
When | was a son with my fa-
ther,
tender, the only one in the sight
of my mother,
he taught me and said to me,
“Let your heart hold fast my
words;
keep my commandments, and
live.
Get wisdom; get insight;
do not forget, and do not turn
away from the words of my

mouth.
Do not forsake her, and she will
keep you;
love her, and she will guard you.
The beginning of wisdom is this:
Get wisdom,
and whatever you get, get in-
sight.
Prize her highly, and she will
exalt you;
she will honor you if you em-
brace her.
She will place on your head a
graceful garland;
she will bestow on you a beauti-
ful crown.”

Good Friday Crawfish Boil

Thanks to our good friend Pastor
Dave Buss, we had 27 College
students from Nebraska join us
at the crawfish boil. That brought
the attendance to 95, which | be-
lieve is the most we have ever
had attend. With a little running
around, and with the great boiling
skills of Ricky Reaves, Dennis
Armstrong and Glenn Meyer, we
managed to feed everyone.
These students said this was the
best thing they had done during
their time down here. Some
were already planning to return.
After eating their fills, they joined
the congregation at Good Friday
Services lifting their voices to the
glory of God.

Prayer Listings in Bulletin

As March 31 marks the end of
the quarter, we will be attempting
to clean up the prayer request list
in the bulletin. If you wish a re-
guest to remain in the bulletin,
please let the office know via
email to gracelut@bellsouth.net
or by dropping a note at the
church office or by calling (985)
879-1865. On behalf of all those
who benefit from your faithful
prayers, thank you and thanks be
to God.

LWML
Easter Brunch

A special thank you to all who
helped make the Easter Brunch
a success, both those who
worked so hard to set up and
prepare as well as those who
attended to make it a truly won-
derful day. The LWML is consid-
ering making this an annual
event.

Please save your pull tabs from
cans, soft drinks, etc. LWML is
still collecting for needy chari-
ties. Just put them in the LWML
In-gathering box at the back of
church. Thanks

Joelle Gerken

Christ Lutheran Church in
Chalmette is at long last rededi-
cating their church building fol-

lowing damage from Katrina.
Everyone is invited to help them
celebrate at 2 p.m. on Sunday
April 13. The church is located at
3300 Jupiter Drive, Chalmette,
LA 70043. Please keep Pastor
Philip Miller and Christ Lutheran
in your prayers as they begin a
new chapter in this church’s life
of service to Christ.

Prayer Group

For all of you that don’t know me,
my name is Denise Lassere. |
have been coming to Grace
since June of 2007. | became a
member on January 27", One
thing that really drew me to your
congregation was the kindness
and friendly atmosphere | have
experienced since walking
through your doors. | have to say
it is the friendliest church | have
ever been to. Thank you for al-
lowing me to make it my home.

Christ has been calling me since
| can remember. However, | was
walking around dazed and con-
fused by the world and my own
insecurities and pride until God
opened my eyes to his mercy,
grace, and truth. Since then, God
has revealed so many truths, and
so much love to me that at times
I'm overwhelmed by the love of
our awesome God.I have lis-
tened as many of you have com-
plimented my insights and faith. |
have to guard myself from



pride or arrogance because it is
not | but God living in me. God is
still working on me in so many
ways. I'm not done running my
race, for | have only begun. Yet,
the Holy Spirit creates a river of
love that flows inside me, and at
times | feel it will flood over. It
should; that is God’s plan. God
does not give us vision or love to
keep to ourselves. We are sup-
posed to share our insights with
other believers.

This letter is a waterfall flowing
out of me inspired, motivated,
and orchestrated by the Holy
Spirit. Prayer is the key brothers
and sisters. Prayer is a powerful
tool that each child of God
should become skilled with and
use on a daily basis. That's what
this letter is about. Prayer is how
God talks to us. It's how we get
ready for the battle called the
world we enter every day. It's so
important in strengthening and
maturing us into the sons and
daughters our precious Heavenly
Father wants us to become.

| have put together a prayer
group called Mountain Movers.
Everyone will receive a invitation
in their mailbox before the first
meeting in April. | would like eve-
ryone to become a part of this
group. | truly believe we need
this and it will become valued by
everyone who dedicates them-
selves to it.

It is not a Bible study. It is a gath-
ering of believers fellowshipping
together in my home. We will be
praying together, growing to-
gether, and building closer rela-
tionships with each other espe-
cially with our Lord and Savior.
My prayer for us is (Philippians 1:
9-11) that our love may abound
more and more in knowledge
and depth of insight, so that we
may be able to discern what is
best and may be pure and
blameless until the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteous-
ness that comes through Jesus
Christ—to the glory and praise of
God. Amen

Music With a Message

MWAM will be on 4/25/08 and
Bonnie Dupre has assumed the
refreshment duties and financial
responsibilities for MWAM. If
someone would like to help her
with refreshments and or coordi-
nate what to bring, please con-
tact her.

Healing Thoughts

Gladys Dupre fell Sunday in the
fellowship hall and has a fracture
in her upper arm. She is staying
with her son and daughter-in-law
while she heals. Here's their ad-
dress if you'd like to send a card
or note:

Gladys Dupre

c/o Charles and Sue Dupre
165 Caro Acres Road
Bayou Blue, LA 70364

Grace Lutheran ECC News

Time has really flown by since
Christmas — | apologize for miss-
ing last month in sharing our
ECC news.

We continued our Holiday
Camps during Mardi Gras and
Spring Breaks. We've had good
attendance and introduced many
new students and families to our
program. We also got to share
Jesus with them every day!

The children became familiar
with the season and color of
Lent. They were able to help tell
the story of Jesus’ death and res-
urrection with our Resurrection
Eggs. It amazes me each year
how attentive children are to this
story. The Holy Spirit is really at
work in their hearts giving them a
hunger and thirst to hear the
story of their salvation. We will
continue our Easter celebration
when they return from Spring
Break.

A tradition in our classrooms is
ordering caterpillars from a place
called Insect Lore and watching
the transformation from caterpil-
lar to cocoon to butterfly. We try
to time it to happen right before
Easter break. We were a little

nervous this year, but God was
working — a couple of them
hatched earlier in the week and
on Maundy Thursday, our last
day of class, the very last ones
all hatched in the morning in time
for us to release them before the
half day children left. We en-
joyed seeing this miracle of crea-
tion.

Our PreK students are rapidly
showing their preparedness for
Kindergarten and the 2 and 3
year olds are also really maturing
and learning.

We want to extend a huge
THANK YOU to Connie Oswalt
and her crew for helping us with
the Grandparents’ Luncheon dur-
ing National Lutheran Schools
Week. THANKS to all of you
who provided desserts or helped
out and to our local Thrivent
Chapter for providing the meal (a
delicious luncheon from Honey-
baked Ham at a good price J)

Other thanks are due to Gordon
Fitzgerald for coordinating our
Imagine Nation Books Book Fair.
We received almost $450 in cash
profit, along with about $150 in
free books and supplies.

Thanks to many of you for pur-
chasing books and also for do-
nating books to the ECC. We
can never have too many books!

We have begun registration for
our Summer Fun and school



Year programs. If you are inter-
ested, or you know of someone
who might be, there are bro-
chures in the narthex or refer
them to our website.

Our Annual Fund drive has be-
gun. Some of you received let-
ters, but if you did not and would
still like to contribute to our min-
istry, we would happily receive
your donation to help us share
the Good News of Jesus with
our community. We also always
appreciate your prayers and en-
couragement.  We count on
about $10,000 per year in gifts to
help us bridge the gap between
tuiton income and our ex-
penses. To God be the glory!
Julie Bedard

Thank You

(Many, many thank you's and
blessings to all of you who do-
nated food and desserts and/or
served during the ECC Grand-
parents Luncheon. Because of
all or your contributions, the
event was a total success. You
all are all truly a blessing.

Connie Oswalt
New Members of Grace

Last month we welcomed into

membership the following: Paul
and Joelle Gerken by transfer,
Kenny and Joy Porche by pro-
fession of faith and Hayden
Daniel Harding, son of Trey and
Laura Harding, by baptism.

Vacation Bible School

The VBS theme for this year will
b “Friendship Trek: Jesus, our
Forever Friend”. It will take
place July 13-17 from 6 PM to
8:45 PM. 25-30 volunteers will
be needed. You can sign up in
the hallway outside the class-
rooms leading into the Fellow-
ship Hall. Or you can contact
Ricky or Rachel Reaves at 985-
876-5730. Or email them at:

rickyreaves @gmail.com

or
rachelreaves@gmail.com.

With your help, we expect this to

be the best VBS ever!
Ricky and Rachel Reaves

Good Eats Corner
Crabmeat and Broccoli Quiche

(Makes 2 - 9inch pies or 4 dozen
mini quiches)

Beat together:2 cup mayon-
naise
% cup milk

2 tablespoon flour

2 eggs

Combine:

1/3 cup green onions

12 o0z. cheddar cheese (save
some to sprinkle on the top of
each pie before baking)

1 pound of crab meat (imitation
will do)

16 oz. of broccoli
(cooked and chopped)
Add mayonnaise mixture to crab
meat and broccoli and mix well.

spears

Pour into two pie shells and
bake 40 minutes in a 350 degree
oven.

Thanks to Donna Boger

Bubbe’s Latkes
(Potato Pancakes)

Vegetable or canola oil

5 pound bag baking potatoes,
peeled

2 eggs, lightly beaten

1 large onion, grated

1 cup all-purpose flour

Salt to taste (1 to 2 teaspoons)
Sour cream

Applesauce

Peel and grate potatoes and
place them in bowl of cold water
fro 5 minutes. Fully drain grated
potatoes; add eggs, onions, flour
and salt. Thoroughly mix in big
bowl. Pour oil into frying pan
(about 1/2 inch in depth or
enough so latkes will be im-
mersed in oil). From the latkes
mixture, make patties about 1/2

to 1 inch thick and place in hot
oil. Brown thoroughly on both
sides. Place latkes (in layers) on
paper towels to absorb oil
Serve immediately with sour
cream and/or applesauce.
Guideposts, December 2007
(Reprinted by permission)

Cauliflower Popcorn

1 head cauliflower

3 thsp olive oil

2 tsp salt (for a salt-free alterna-
tive, use Mrs. Dash Table Blend)
1 movie-popcorn container or
empty Jiffy Pop container

Preheat oven to 425 degrees F

Cut and discard Cauliflower core
and thick stems. Trim remaining
cauliflower into florets the size of
golf balls. In a large bowl, add
cauliflower, olive oil and salt.
Toss thoroughly. Spread cauli-
flower on a baking sheet lined
with parchment paper, if avail-
able, for easy cleanup. Roast
for one hour or until much of
each floret has become golden
brown. That is the carameliza-
tion process converting the dor-
mant natural sugars into sweet-
ness. The browner the florets,
the sweeter they'll taste. Turn 3
or 4 times during roasting.
Serve in the popcorn container.

Highways March 2008
(Reprinted by permission)






