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Pastor Rich 
 
June marked the one year an-
niversary for Pastor Rich at 
Grace.  Sunday, June 22 we 
surprised Pastor with gifts from 
the congregation and an ice 
cream cake celebration in the 
fellowship hall after services.  
The following picture was 
taken at the end of services 
when Jerrie Fitzgerald pre-
sented him with our gifts and 
our appreciation of his service 
here at Grace.   

The next picture is the first pic-
ture of Pastor we received after 
notification of his call to Grace.  
For obvious reasons, we de-

cided not to show it to most 
members so as to not create a 
panic.   

The last picture is of Pastor 
being installed at Grace with 
the help of District and other 
pastors. 

Thank You Pastor Rich Rudnik 
for all you have done for Grace 
Lutheran Church! 
 

_____ 
 

Pastor’s Corner 
 
In July we celebrate Independ-
ence Day and it is a day that 
makes us proud. We value our 
freedom and we happily com-
memorate the day our forefa-

thers broke away from the rule 
of England and gave birth to 
what would become these 
United States of America. Ironi-
cally, many of us today com-
plain about the burdens, de-
mands and inefficiency of our 
local, state and federal govern-
ment. Even though we live in a 
country that arguably gives its 
citizens more liberty than any 
other, we still seem to long for 
freedom from our authorities. 
The apostle Paul makes it 
pretty clear in Romans 13 that 
such an attitude is akin to re-
belling against God. 
 
“Let every person be subject to 
the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. 
Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. For 
rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is 
in authority? Then do what is 
good, and you will receive his 
approval, for he is God’s ser-
vant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he 
does not bear the sword in 
vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries 
out God’s wrath on the wrong-
doer. Therefore one must be in 

subjection, not only to avoid 
God’s wrath but also for the 
sake of conscience. For the 
same reason you also pay 
taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to 
this very thing. Pay to all what 
is owed to them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue 
to whom revenue is owed, re-
spect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is 
owed.”  
 
Peter writes in his first letter, 
chapter 13, “Be subject for the 
Lord’s sake to every human 
institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, or to 
governors as sent by him to 
punish those who do evil and 
to praise those who do good. 
For this is the will of God, that 
by doing good you should put 
to silence the ignorance of fool-
ish people.” 
 
We are to obey our govern-
ment’s laws. If we aren’t, we 
are sinning. If we aren’t, we are 
rebelling against those God 
has placed over us. We are to 
pay our taxes. If we aren’t, we 
are stealing and being dishon-
est. There is no getting around 
it. Jesus Himself said to 
“render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s.” In fact, it is 
hard to read these passages 
and not come to the conclusion  
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that our rebellious forefathers 
were being disobedient to God 
in declaring independence on 
the grounds of “no taxation 
without representation.”  
 
So why is it that we seem to 
continually desire to get out 
from under authority? The 
same reason we do anything 
that is counter to God’s will; 
sin. The fact is that from our 
conception we are bound to 
sin; a slave to it. There is no 
freedom, but an enmity with 
God and a rebellion against 
His sovereignty over our lives. 
The only freedom we have is 
the freedom God extends to us 
when He calls us to faith—the 
freedom from sin and rebellion 
to be submissive to God. In the 
end freedom really isn’t an op-
tion; we are either slaves to sin 
which leads to death or slaves 
of righteousness which leads 
to life. 
 
“Do you not know that if you 
present yourselves to anyone 
as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads 
to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 
But thanks be to God, that you 
who were once slaves of sin 
have become obedient from 
the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were 

committed, and, having been 
set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness,” Paul 
writes in Romans 6. “But now 
that you have been set free 
from sin and have become 
slaves of God, the fruit you get 
leads to sanctification and its 
end, eternal life. For the wages 
of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:16
-18, 22-23) 
 
Treasure the freedoms with 
which God has blessed you. 
Value the government He has 
placed here which allows us so 
many earthly freedoms to 
speak, travel and worship as 
we please. But realize that 
these earthly freedoms are but 
a shadow compared to the real 
freedom we have in Christ Je-
sus. We were slaves to death, 
but Christ’s victory set us free 
to be something infinitely bet-
ter; slaves of righteousness 
and inheritors of eternal life. 
Any “freedom” from God is no 
freedom at all, but a return to 
the slavery of sin which con-
demns. Gladly submit to His 
will for your life, knowing that 
His authority is the one which 
saves you and the one under 
which you will dwell in para-
dise. 
 

——- 

Acolytes 

July 6 Connor Cuneo 

July 13 Karly Kyzar 

July 20 Michael Thalheim 

July 27 Adeline Perryman 

Ushers 

             July 6 Dale Boger/Kyle Boger/Joe Deane//Richard La-
Cour 

July 13 Dave Akins/Dennis Armstrong/Gordon Fitzgerald/
Joey Souther 

July 20 George Bauman/Jacob Moise/ Ricky Reaves 

July 27 Dennis Armstrong/Josh Daigle/Jim Kohls/Glenn 
Meyer 

Offering Stewards 

July 6 Rana DaSilva and Brigitte Kinsella 

July 13 Donna Boger and Glenn Meyer 

July 20 Andy and Joy Kraus 

July 27 Burt and Marilyn Beach 

Greeters 

July 6 �'�D�Y�H���	���*�D�L�O���$�N�L�Q�V��

July 13 �-�H�D�Q���)�U�H�\���	���*�H�U�D�O�G�L�Q�H���/�H�Z�L�V��

July 20 �%�R�Q�Q�L�H���'�X�S�U�H���	���&�K�D�U�O�H�Q�H���6�K�U�R�\�H�U��

July 27 �'�D�O�H���	���'�R�Q�Q�D���%�R�J�H�U��

July 6 Joe Deane 

July 13 Mona LaCour 
July 20 Bill Muenchinger 

July 27 Gordon Fitzgerald 

Scripture Readers 



 6 7 

the one under which you will 
dwell in paradise. 
 

——- 

 
 
The family of Veronica B. Wil-
liams sends their thanks to all, 
for your contributions to and 
presence at her funeral ser-
v i c e s  a n d  f o r  y o u r 
prayers.  Your love and respect 
for her was greatly displayed 
and will remain in their hearts 
forever.  GOD BLESS you all. 
 
Wanda Williams 
 
I just want to say “Thank You” 
for all the calls, cards and 
prayers received since I broke 
my arm on Easter Sunday.  
Your concern has warmed my 
heart and makes me realize 
how blessed I am to have such 
a loving church family. 
 
Thanks so much 
Gladys Dupre 
 

——- 
 

Activities 
 

After two years of chairing the 
Activities position on the BOD 
at Grace, I’ve come to the con-

clusion that I’m sort of a re-
porter… just like Access Holly-
wood.   I report on what is go-
ing on at our church.  I get all 
the activities that do not fall 
under another specific chair on 
the BOD.  Guess that makes 
me a modern day Rona Bar-
ret…remember her from the 
70’s??? 
 
Every month I try to let the 
BOD know what is being stud-
ied at Bible class, both on 
Wednesday and Sunday morn-
ing. 
 
The Junior & Senior High youth 
group may not be numerous, 
but they are still collecting alu-
minum cans and providing us 
with delicious home baked bis-
cuits on the first and third Sun-
day mornings.  They had a 
pizza and bowling outing in 
June and attended the District 
Youth Gathering at Camp Re-
store with Pastor.  180 teenag-
ers, I think Pastor is braver 
than I am. 
 
The LWML has been revital-
ized by Joelle Gerken with help 
of many other ladies of Grace.  
They now meet quarterly and 

continue their support of a 
seminary student.  Thank you 
Joelle!  They continue to bake 
goodies on the second Sunday 
of each month.  They also are 
collecting mite monies that are 
sent to District for a number of 
activities.  The Grace branch 
has picked out two activities of 
special interest.  They are the 
Food Bank Concordia Semi-
nary, St. Louis and Financial 
assistance for roof repairs, St. 
James Lutheran, Gonzales, 
LA.  It’s been a privilege to be 
on the board.  God Bless.  Jer-
rie Fitzgerald 
 

——- 
 

Faithful Friends 
 

In fellowship let us fish furi-
ously for Fall Fest’s frying fi-
esta. Do not falter, but freeze 
the fish you find for festive 
feasting.   
(The author of this ditty has 
asked to remain anonymous.  I 
have assured Pastor Rich, I 
will honor his request.) 
 

——- 

Fall Fest 
 

The Fall Fest committee will be 
meeting Wednesday July 9th 
immediately after the Wednes-
day evening pot luck and 
Prayer and Praise.  All inter-
ested parties are urged to at-
tend the meeting and give us 
your input.  At the last meeting 
we decided on the three raffle 
prizes for this year’s Fall Fest.  
First prize will be a 42 inch flat 
screen HD LCD TV.  Second 
prize will be a stainless steel 
grill.  Third prize is a Cuisinart 
ice cream maker.  Let’s make 
this the best Fall Fest ever. 
 

——- 
 

Baptism at Grace 
 

Last month we welcomed into 
the family of God by Holy Bap-
tism, Bronson Jake McElroy, 
son of Alexandra Crochet and 
Zach McElroy.  Jake is the 
grandson of Nicki Frye. 
 

——- 
 

News at Grace 
 

Brett Cuneo has been selected 
by Capitol One Bank as mem-
ber of a steering committee for 
Capital One. He is one of two, 
business bankers chosen from 
LA to take part in this advising  

 

Some people are kind, po-
lite, and sweet-spirited  

until you try to sit in their 
pews .  

 
 

People are funny; they want 
the front of the bus, the mid-
dle of the road, and the back 

of the church.  



 8 9 

one of two, business bankers 
chosen from LA to take part in 
this advising committee. Other 
participants come from TX and 
New York. The committee will 
convene periodically for one 
year. He'll be traveling to New 
York for these meetings.  
 
Jerrie and Gordon Fitzgerald 
are the new owners of the Kwik 
Kopy Business Center in 
downtown Houma.  Please 
drop in and say hi when you 
are downtown. 
 

——- 
 

VBS 
 

Registration forms for this 
year’s VBS are available on 
the table in the Narthex.  This 
year’s theme is “Friendship 
Trek – Jesus Our Forever 
Friend ”.  Join us July 13 – 17 
from 6:00 PM to 8:45 PM for a 
week of faith, fun, and friend-
ship.  Once registered, each 
family will receive a CD of VBS 
Camp Songs.  Please see 
Ricky and Rachel Reaves for 

more information or to volun-
teer.  We have a great VBS 
only because so many of us 
help out. 
 

——- 
 

Thrivent 
 

The local Thrivent chapter held 
their Quarterly meeting Sun-
day, June 29 in the fellowship 
hall.  A great meal was catered 
by Honey Baked Ham.  The 
next meeting will be held in 
September and will be a 
shrimp boil open to all Thrivent 
members and any other inter-
ested parties.  
 

——- 
 

Good Eats Corner 
 

Chocolate-Covered Cherry 
Cake 

 Serves: 20 
 

Preparation time: 7 minutes 
Baking time: 30 to 35 minutes 
Assembly time: 10 minutes 
 
 Cake:  
Vegetable oil spray for misting 
the pan 
1 package (18.25 ounces) 
plain devil's food cake mix or 
devil's food mix with pudding 
1 can (21 ounces) cherry pie 
filling 

2 large eggs 
1 teaspoon pure almond ex-
tract 
 Chocolate glaze:  
1 cup sugar 
1/3 cup butter 
1/3 cup whole milk 
1 package (6 ounces; 1 cup) 
semisweet chocolate chips 
  
1.  Place rack in the center of 
the oven and preheat the oven 
to 350 degrees.  Lightly mist a 
13-by 9-inch baking pan with 
vegetable oil spray.  Set the 
pan aside. 
 2.  Place the cake mix, cherry 
pie filling, eggs, and almond 
extract in a large mixing 
bowl.  Blend with an electric 
mixer on low speed for 1 min-
ute.  Stop the machine and 
scrape down the sides of the 
bowl with a rubber spat-
ula.  Increase the mixer speed 
to medium and beat 2 minutes 
more, scraping the sides down 
again if needed.  The batter 
should look thick and well 
blended.  Pour the batter into 
the prepared pan, smoothing 
the top with the rubber spat-
ula.  Place the pan in the oven. 
3.  Bake the cake until it 
springs back when lightly 
pressed with your finger and 
just starts to pull away from the 
sides of the pan, 30 to 35 min-
utes.  Remove the pan from 
the oven and place it on a wire 

rack while you prepare the 
glaze. 
 4.  For the glaze, place the 
sugar, butter, and milk in a 
small saucepan over medium-
low heat and cook, stirring con-
stantly, until the mixture comes 
to a boil.  Boil, stirring con-
stantly, for 1 minute.  Remove 
the pan from the heat and stir 
in the chocolate chips.  When 
the chips have melted and the 
glaze is smooth, pour it over 
the warm cake so that it covers 
the entire surface.  The glaze 
will be thin but firm up.  Cool 
the cake for 20 minutes more 
before cutting it into squares 
and serving. 
 Note:  Store this cake, cov-
ered in aluminum foil, at room 
temperature for up to 5 days or 
in the refrigerator for up to 1 
week.  Or freeze the cake, 
wrapped in foil, for up to 6 
months.  Thaw the cake over-
night on the counter before 
serving. 

 

Coincidence is when God 
chooses to remain  

anonymous. 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

Don't put a question mark 
where God put a period.  
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