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Pastor’s Corner 
 
During summers back in Illinois I 
would long for the season of autumn. 
Autumn meant relief from the heat, 
an end to another disappointing sea-
son by the Cubs, and best of all the 
dazzling display as the leaves turned 
brilliant reds, yellows and oranges. 
After the leaves dropped I’d had 
enough of autumn, and would long 
for the first snow of winter and the 
Christmas holidays. But by the end 
of January I’d have my fill of the cold 
and be looking forward to the warmth 
and new life of spring. I guess I was 
rather fickle. 
 
But south Louisiana has now pro-

vided me with a season I will never 
tire of, am sad to see pass and will 
look forward to its coming again—
crawfish season. I’m truly going to 
miss those mudbugs. The months 
between now and the return of the 
tasty trays of crustaceans will indeed 
be months of longing and anticipa-
tion. While Cajun country offers 
many other wonderful treats for the 
taste buds, every time I pass one of 
the many seafood restaurants in the 
area my mind will look forward to 
2009 and my desire will be for the 
return of my yummy little friends to 
my plate. 
  
It is appropriate that the season of 
Pentecost in the church year is so 
lengthy; the colors in the church will 
remain green until the middle of No-
vember. After the disciples of Christ 
received the Holy Spirit in the upper 
room that first Pentecost they ex-
pected Christ’s return to come 
quickly, in their own lifetime. But as 
time went on believers began to die 
of natural causes and under perse-
cution. Some began to realize that 
God’s timetable might be lengthier 
than expected and others began to 
doubt. The temptation was and is to 
stop looking forward to the return of 
Christ and focus only on the world 
before us in this life. Though we are 
believers, we’re also sinful, impatient 
and fickle. We know the truth of 
heaven prepared for us, but we think 
it’s not yet and we have more press-
ing concerns. Our nature prompts us 
to push Christ’s return to the back 
burner where it becomes something 
that may be somewhat acknowl-
edged but hardly something longed 
for. 
 
The truth is this: “For the Lord him-

self will descend from heaven with a cry 
of command, with the voice of an arch-
angel, and with the sound of the trumpet 
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the 
Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
 
This is our tomorrow—maybe literally! 
This is a truth we should wake every 
day longing for. While we thank God 
always for the gift of life He has given 
us, we also know that this life is filled 
with pain, sorrow and death. Christ’s 
return brings us a life infinitely better! 
Look forward to it. Hope for it. Desire it 
when you receive a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet in the Lord’s Supper. 
Ask for it when you pray “Thy kingdom 
come.”  
 
“For the creation waits with eager long-
ing for the revealing of the sons of 
God…And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in this hope we were 
saved.” (Romans 8:19, 23-24)  
 
God gives us life. In Christ, God gives 
us bigger and better and perfect life. Let 
every joy and pleasure and happiness 
be a taste and reminder of how great 
things will be on the day of the Lord’s 
return. Let every pain, sorrow and disap-
pointment point you toward that day 
when Jesus will banish such hardships 
forever. Remember that this season, 
this life, is a short one. Look for and long 
for the next season, the one that doesn’t 
end.  
 
Look to Christ’s return with eagerness 
and anticipation, for on that day we will 

dine at the banquet table of the Lord 
in the very presence of our God. I’ll 
see you there. If you want to look 
for me there, I’ll be the one behind 
the big plate of crawfish.  
 

+++++ 
 

Properties Report 
 
The day to day upkeep of Grace’s 
facilities often seems to go unno-
ticed as we assume everything is in 
proper order. As Property Chair-
man, I can assure you this is not 
always the case. Almost every day 
you can find one or two members of 
the Property Committee here doing 
something. Andy Kraus, Gordon 
Fitzgerald, and John Wegner may 
be building shelves, clearing stor-
age areas, changing thermostats, or 
hanging doors. Dale Boger can of-
ten be found changing light bulbs 
twenty feet in the air, fixing plumb-
ing, installing computers and cabi-
nets. You can be sure his trusted 
sidekick Kyle is usually right there 
beside him. Mr. Paul Gerken, our 
newest member and Master Electri-
cian, checks the wiring and changes 
plugs or switches as needed. Den-
nis Armstrong will do anything 
asked of him.  
 
Joe Deane, Dale, Gordon, and Kyle 
demonstrated their skills as lumber-
jacks recently when they cut down 
the tree in front of the Fellowship 
Hall. Pastor plants, Mona waters, 
Jerrie cleans, Bonnie and Ann keep 
me from putting us in bankruptcy 
court,  and all this time Donna 
keeps me informed of any repairs 
needed that we can’t safely handle. 
Now all of you know who ACTU-
ALLY makes it possible for us to  

 

The Pipeliner  
 

If you are interested in 
helping with future edi-
tions, please contact Pr 
Rich, Donna in the office, 
or Gordon Fitzgerald.  
This is your newsletter 
and we need your help to 
make it a success.  Also, if 
you would like to receive 
it by e-mail, please let us 
know.  
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enjoy and be proud of the appear-
ance projected by Grace Lutheran 
Church. These people have made 
my position on the board almost too 
easy for words and I thank God and 
pray for them very often. 
 
As for future plans, here’s where we 
stand. I have located several oaks to 
replace the one we removed (Rana 
says I have to plant Five for one). 
We would really like to plant a small 
citrus grove somewhere in the back 
yard (comments welcome). Rana is 
going out of town the first week of 
June, so Scott says he will start the 
Garden when she returns. Dennis 
Kelly is working closely with Miss 
Lola and Jerry on the Bell Tower.  
 
In case you are wondering how I feel 
about the delays in these projects, 
believe it or not, there is a  

 positive aspect that I have noticed. 
No Sunday passes without someone 
asking about or offering suggestions 
concerning the Garden, the Tower, 
the yard, the phone system, or the 
overall condition of the facilities. If it 
makes us stand up and participate, 
whether by labor, advice, or simply 
moral support, then I can take the 
flack for any delays. In fact, we all 
need to feel we can approach ANY 
board member about any concerns 
we may have. Remember, this is 
God’s house and we are His ser-
vants charged with the responsibility 
to maintain it to the best of our abili-
ties. 
As Red Skelton used to say, 
 
Good Night and May God Bless 
(That’s for you, Joe.) 
Glenn Meyer 

 

Ushers for June 2008 

June 1 Dennis Armstrong/Josh Daigle/Jim Kohls/Glenn Meyer 

June 8 Kyle Boger/Richard LaCour-Dale Boger 

June 15 Dave Akins/Dennis Armstrong/Gordon Fitzgerald/Joey Souther 

June 22 George Bauman/Jacob Moise/ Ricky Reaves 

June 29 Dennis Armstrong/Josh Daigle/Jim Kohls/Glenn Meyer 

Offering Stewards for June 2008 

June 1 Burt and Marilyn Beach 

June 8 Rana DaSilva and Brigitte Kinsella 

June 15 Donna Boger and Glenn Meyer 

June 22 Andy and Joy Kraus 

June 29 Burt and Marilyn Beach 

Scripture Readers for June 2008 

June 1 Joe Deane 

June 8 Mona LaCour 

June 15 Bill Muenchinger 

June 22 Gordon Fitzgerald 

June 29 Bonnie Dupre 

Greeters for June 2008 

June 1 Dale & Donna Boger 

June 8 Dennis & Lynda Kelley 

June 15 Dennis & Gwen Armstrong 

June 22 Gordon & Jerrie Fitzgerald 

June 29 Mary Lou Johnston 

Acolytes 

June 1 Michael Thalheim 

June 8 Connor Cuneo 

June 15 Adeline Perryman 

June 22 Kara Kraus 

June 29 Ross Reaves 

Altar Guild 

 Color Service  

June 1 Green Pentecost Mona LaCour-Rana Moise 

June 8 Green Pentecost Marilyn Beach-Jean Frey 

June 15 Green Pentecost Mary Lou Johnston-Ann 
Perryman 

June 22 Green Pentecost Mona LaCour-Rana Moise 

June 29 Green Pentecost Marilyn Beach-Jean Frey 
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Stewardship of My Treasures and 
God’s 
 
Stewardship is such a hard topic to 
discuss – it is one that most people 
don’t want to hear.  As your Treas-
urer for the past 1 ½ years, I would 
just like to let you know how we are 
doing financially and to share my 
“stewardship” beliefs with you. 
 
First, in case you weren’t aware, 
the voters approved a deficit budget 
for 2008 – this means that we have 
projected that our expenses will 
exceed our contributions.  This is 
not a good place to be, as you can 
imagine.  Fortunately, our members 
have been very generous and we 
have in reality only been in a very 
small deficit position so far this 
year.  Our contributions through 
April have been approximately 
$5,000 higher than we projected.  
At that pace, we would, under per-
fect conditions, have the approved 
annual deficit amount covered, 
based on this trend in giving.  Un-
fortunately though, our expenses 
have also increased – higher insur-
ance costs, to name one, as well as 
many others.  We are not as bad off 
as our projected budget for 2008, 
but we are also not “rolling in 
dough” either. 
 
Now I would like to share with you 
my personal stewardship “policy.”  I 
am not a tither – if tithing really 
means giving 10% of what you 
earn.  What I do, though, is make a 
commitment to my God of a certain 
% of my earnings (blessings) and I 
RETURN this amount to God via 
the programs of Grace Lutheran 
Church.   When I was younger, I 

used to just write a check to the 
church – not putting very much 
thought into it.  It may have been 
$20 a week or $40 a week, but did-
n’t have any specific correlation to 
the blessings that God had pro-
vided me.  I paid my bills first and 
my church giving was more of an 
afterthought.  
 
Then I heard one of our former min-
isters explain stewardship in a way 
that made me realize how blessed I 
am and changed my giving meth-
ods forever.   My Mom had taught 
me to give back a portion of what 
God had provided, and I thought I 
was doing that through my mindless 
weekly check.  At that time, I was a 
single Mom and money was short.  
I thought I was doing my part.  But, 
after hearing this stewardship mes-
sage, I made a commitment to God 
– I don’t recall what it was, but just 
for illustration purposes, let’s say it 
was 3%.  I began to “pay” God first 
– 3% of my earnings went to God, 
then I paid the bills.    
 
Amazingly, my money problems 
seemed to disappear.  I am not say-
ing that I didn’t have to struggle 
sometimes, but as long as I gave 
my first fruits to God, He always 
provided for me and my family.  I 
might receive a gift I wasn’t expect-
ing, or a reimbursement I had for-
gotten about.  We always had 
enough. 
 
Over the years, the percentage of 
my commitment has increased.  I 
would encourage you, if you aren’t 
already, to place God first on your 
list of monthly commitments.  Think 
of all the blessings you have, how-

ever small or large they may be, 
and give back to God your first 
fruits.  You will be amazed how well 
He provides all your needs.  As Je-
sus says in Matthew 6, “Do not be 
anxious about tomorrow, for tomor-
row will be anxious for itself.”  God 
will provide!! 
Bonnie Dupre 
 

 
Music With A Message  

(MWAM) 
 
“Music With A Message” was very 
well attended in May and my thanks 
go out to those who helped by set-
ting up, taking down, those who 
performed and those who just came 
to hear the Music. The generosity of 
those attending was evident as 
well, as donations for the evening 
was given to the young woman, 
Kristyn Leigh, who came all the way 
from Kentucky to sing for us. She 
gave a powerful and touching per-
formance accompanied by a visual 
slide and video montage to empha-
size her message that made for an 
excellent presentation which was 
only hampered at times by the guy 
in the sound booth trying to follow 
directions from Kristyn’s younger 
sister Angela. “First Praise” from 
First Baptist followed with a 14 
member ensemble, horns and all, 
and put on a wonderful perform-
ance as they always do. First 
Praise also showed their generosity 
by giving their portion of the dona-
tions to Kristyn. All in all a very en-
joyable evening. 
 
On June 27th MWAM will hear from 
the “Men of Distinction” who de-
scribe themselves as a group of 

Christian men, ages 20 to 70, who 
are members of various churches 
throughout the area which have 
come together to sing praises to 
God. They realize that music helps 
to put our focus and attention to-
ward God as they worship through 
song. 
 
Yearly this group of men sings for 
the annual Men Day held at the 
New Plymouth Rock Baptist 
Church;  Reverend Dr. Blair 
Mitchell, Pastor. They sing some 
traditional Gospel as well as con-
temporary. I have a feeling this will 
be an interesting evening that you 
don’t want to miss. I hope to see 
you then. 
 
Again my heartfelt thanks to all, 
Mike 
 

+++++ 
 

Women of Faith conference 2008  
 

Women of Faith conference 2008 
will be in Houston, TX on Friday 
and Saturday, October 24-25 . If 
any Ladies are interested please let 
me know I will drive and book the 
hotel in advance, but I need to 
know how many want to come. If 
we have more than seven maybe 
someone else can also drive.If we 
have 10 or more we get a discount. 
It is a wonderful uplifting confer-
ence. I promise you will feel the 
Holy Spirit and your Faith will be 
enriched.  It has different prices, but 
it will range from $109-$139 de-
pending on size of group and floor 
seating. I will have to call the hotel 
for a price on rooms. Please let me 
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Members Businesses 
 
All members of the congregation 
are encouraged to pin one of their 
business cards up on the Commu-
nity Events bulletin board (located 
right outside the former library/
current treasurer’s office).  This will 
give members the opportunity to 
contact a person with Christian val-
ues when in need of certain ser-
vices – be it a plumber, electrician, 
carpet cleaner, banker, CPA, attor-
ney, beautician, security guard, etc. 
and further support our members 
and the community at large.  This 
will also afford all of us to get to 
know our fellow members a little 
better. 
 
 

over the coffee and refreshment 
responsibilities for Music With a 
Message  and we are grateful to her 
for filling this need.  There was an 
error in a report printed in our 
March Pipeliner that listed me as 
having this responsibility.    For 
MWAM, it is Connie, not Bonnie. 
 
Here are just a few facts that you 
might find interesting: 
1 lb. bag of Rouse’s brand decaf-
feinated and/or regular coffee costs 
around $3.00 
1 box of Splenda – 200 packets – 
cost around $6.00 
1 box of 1,000 styrofoam cups 
costs around $16.00 
 
There is NOT a specific line item in 
the church’s budget for these costs.  
They are borne by the generosity of 
those individuals who place money 
in our Coffee “kitty” (which is the 
box with a cross that sits next to the 
coffee pots every Sunday).  We 
make around 60 cups of coffee 
every Sunday morning, along with 
cream, sugar, Splenda, etc. – so 
next time you fix your cup of coffee, 
please consider dropping a quarter 
or two in the cross box – what a 
bargain !! 
 
Also, I would like to thank all the 
“angels” who have assisted me in 
cleanup of the coffee when I have 
had to leave early or have left it 
there with good intentions of com-
ing back, but forgot to do so or 
found it done when I did come 
back.  THANK YOU!! 
 
Bonnie Dupre 
 

+  +  + 

+++++ 
Free Tax Assistance 

 
If you know of anyone who needs 
assistance in completing a claim for 
refund due to any Fair Plan assess-
ments that may have been charged 
on their homeowners/renter’s insur-
ance for 2006, 2007 or 2008 and 
who doesn’t normally have to file a 
return due to lack of income, please 
feel free to have them contact me 
for the preparation of these forms 
FREE OF CHARGE. 
 
Again, this offer is only for low-
income individuals who do not nor-
mally earn enough income to file an 
income tax return. 
 
Bonnie Dupre 
 

+++++ 
 

Baptisms at Grace 
 
During the month of May, we wel-
comed into the family of God by 
Holy Baptism, Ian John Wegner, 
son of John and Tiffany Wegner 
and Rush Reaves Mueller, son of 
Todd and Robin Mueller.  God's 
blessings to you always! 
 

+++++ 
 

Coffee News  
 

Now that Ms. Geraldine Lewis has 
retired from being our “coffee lady,” 
I have taken on this responsibility 
for Sunday mornings only, along 
with maintaining our inventory of 
coffee and supplies.   
 
Connie Oswalt has graciously taken 

know soon the conference fills up 
fast. Thanks!  
 
Contact Rana DaSilva at:  
868-0091 or 790-4467.   
 
(Editor’s note for Informational pur-
poses only:  This is the same date 
as the Fall Fest.)  
 

+++++ 
 

Service Opportunities 
 

Grace is looking for volunteers to 
serve on Altar Guild or as an usher. 
We have a need for four people on 
the Altar Guild to help set up the 
sanctuary for worship and clean the 
communion ware afterward. Seven 
ushers are needed to arrive 15 min-
utes before service and clean up 
the pews after service. Our goal is 
to fill all these slots so volunteers 
will only need serve once every five 
weeks. Please prayerfully consider 
offering your time in this manner 
and then contact Donna in the 
church office at (985) 879-1865 or 
email gracelut@bellsouth.net.  
 

+++++ 
 
Dear friends at Grace,   
 
Thanks so much for all you did to 
make the last 4 years and espe-
cially this year's closing program 
special.  Thanks for the beautiful 
decorations, the good food and 
your gifts and notes.  I pray God 
would continue to bless each of you 
and the ECC. 
 
 Julie Bedard 
 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Pentecost III                 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Worship/Food Bank @ 9am Bible Study @ 9:30am Prayer Mtg. @ Denise

 Youth Biscuits follow Mary Kay Mtg. @ 5-9pm Conference Room Lassere's @ 7pm

SS for all ages @ 10:45am Fellow ship Hall Potluck Fellow ship @ 6pm

Mari Tabor BD Prayer & Praise @ 6:45pm Band Practice 6-10pm

Nancy Hage BA Elders Mtg. @ 7:15pm Fellow ship Hall

K. & K. Dupre W Molly Blakely BD Liz Bischoff BD Paul Gerken BD

P. & J. Gerken W Lori Boger BD J. & D. Hansen W Julie Davenport BA F. & T. Krohn W

Pentecost IV                 8 9 10 St. Barnabas, Apostle  11 12 13 Flag Day                    14
Worship @ 9am Bible Study @ 9:30am

MG Baked Goods follow Conference Room Band Practice 6-10pm

SS for all ages @ 10:45am Potluck Fellow ship @ 6pm Fellow ship Hall

Board of Directors Prayer & Praise @ 6:45pm Jack Hansen BD

Meeting @ 11:45am Fall Festival Mtg. follows Kara Kraus BD Larry Cavalier BD

J. & J. Neil W Zhain Shroyer BD Caiden Taylor BD

A. & L. Hymel W Mari Tabor BA Victoria Shroyer BD T. & P. Rabun W Brock Tabor BD Diana Navarre BA

Pentecost V                  15 16 17 18 19 20 Summer Begins      21
Father's Day Bible Study @ 9:30am

Worship @ 9am Avon Mtg. Mary Kay Mtg. @ 5-9pm Conference Room Band Practice 6-10pm Pipeliner Articles 

Youth Biscuits follow (All Day) Fellow ship Hall Potluck Fellow ship @ 6pm Fellow ship Hall Deadline

SS for all ages @ 10:45am Fellow ship Hall Prayer & Praise @ 6:45pm

Seth Benton BD Mike Cape BD Todd Jakob BA

Michael Shroyer, Jr. BD Lori Boger BA Taylor Benton BD Devin Dupre BD M. & E. Sauce W V. & D. Hall W

Pentecost VI              22 23 24The Presentation of     25 26 27 28
Worship @ 9am The Augsberg 

Fall Fest Muff ins follow  Mary Kay Mtg. @ 5-9pm Confession, 1530 Band Practice 6-10pm Music With

SS for all ages @ 10:45am Fellow ship Hall Bible Study @ 9:30am Fellow ship Hall A Message @ 7pm

LWML/MG Mtg. @ 11:45am Conference Room Fellowship Hall

Potluck Fellow ship @ 6pm Andrew  Kraus BA

Joe Deane BD Angela Hall BD Prayer & Praise @ 6:45pm Ray Cinnater BD Hannah Smedstad BA M. & T. Davenport W

Gail Akins BA Michael Thalheim BD Kyle Jakob BA

Pentecost VII              29 30
St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles

Worship @ 9am

Youth Biscuits follow

SS for all ages @ 10:45am

B. & M. Beach W

R. & M. LaCour W Shayne Bergeron Sr. BD

Connor Cuneo BD
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BD= Birthday   BA=Baptismal Anniversary  W=Wedding Anniversary
www.gracehouma.org

Building One Body in Christ Through Worship, Witness,


