Isaiah 11:1-10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD. And hisdelight shall bein the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of hislips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the
belt of hiswaist, and faithfulness the belt of hisloins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened
calf together; and alittle child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young
shal lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’ s den. They
shal not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as asignal for the peoples—of him shall
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

Romans 14:4-13

Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master
that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One
person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems al days dike. Each one
should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observesitin
honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God,
while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none
of uslivesto himself, and none of us diesto himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and
if wedie, we dieto the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we arethe Lord's.
For to thisend Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it iswritten,

"As| live, saysthe Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess

to God."
So then each of uswill give an account of himself to God.

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never
to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, "Repent,
for the kingdom of heavenis at hand." For thisis he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah
when he said,

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his

paths straight.™

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the



Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
thelr sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said
to them, "Y ou brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in
keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our
father,' for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even
now the axeislaid to theroot of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.

"I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier
than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. Hiswinnowing fork isin his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his
wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unguenchable fire."



