March 23, 2008
Resurrection of our Ressurection

“Dancing anyone?’

Jeremiah 31:1-6

"At that time, declaresthe LORD, | will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be
my people.”

Thus says the LORD: "The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; when
Israel sought for rest, the LORD appeared to him from far away. | have loved you with an
everlasting love; therefore | have continued my faithfulness to you. Again | will build you, and
you shall be built, O virgin Israel!

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in the dance of the
merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall
plant and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when watchmen will call in the hill
country of Ephraim: 'Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.™

Matthew 28:1-10

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdal ene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the
Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “ Do not be afraid, for | know that you
seek Jesus who was crucified. Heis not here, for he hasrisen, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold,
he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, | have told you.” So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met
themand said, “ Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.
Then Jesus said to them, “ Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothersto go to Galilee, and there
they will see me.”

Sermon

What makes you want to dance, | mean really dance? I’m not talking about dancing as a
recreational activity. I’'m talking about spontaneous, can’ t-hel p-yourself dancing. The kind of
dancing you do because there is so much going on inside you that it’ s just impossible to keep
your body still.

| gave some thought to it, and afew events that do this might include your first kiss, or
maybe when that special someone finally pops the question, assuming you actually want to
marry the guy. Another isfinding out that you’ re going to have ababy or become a grandparent.
Coming into some unexpected financial windfall, getting a promotion at work, acing abig test at
school: any of these might fill us with so much joy we just have to start moving, to start dancing.
Some of us may have even started dancing a few months ago, having so invested ourselvesin a
football team over the course of the season that the LSU championship seemed as if it were our
own personal victory and triumph. Such happenings can make us want to dance, because they are
joyous and personal, close to us and life changing.



| was very, very tempted to make a change in today’ s bulletin. Y ou know how we put in
theitalicized words “sit” and “stand” as direction in the service? | really wanted to put in there
right before our sermon hymn “Lord of the Dance” the direction “dance’ and just see how
everybody would react. | think afew would have started to boogie, but | think most, if we
danced at al, would have done so reluctantly without our heart in it. And that’s kind of a shame.

Mind you, I'm not saying that because you don’t want to start break dancing in the aisles
that there’ s something wrong with you faith-wise. But | think there is a danger Christian facein
that we hear the wonderful Easter story so often, that in alot of waysit becomes that for us—a
story. It’s something that happened long ago in a place far, far away. And let’ s face it, we often
let the many priorities and emergencies that jump in our face on adaily basis push this“ story”
off of our radar. We don’t get the excitement, because it no longer seems personal and closeto
us, having an impact on our life here and now.

And aquick reading of Mathew’ s resurrection account may leave you saying, “Nice
story.” But if you slow down and think about it, there is asingle verse that jJumps out and makes
all sorts of implications on your life, here and now.

“ But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who
was crucified. Heis not here, for He hasrisen, asHe said!"”

During His ministry Jesus said alot of things, but the most spectacular and unbelievable
this He said and the thing that always threw His disciples for aloop was His prediction of His
death and resurrection. “ The Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes,
and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and
flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.” Thiswas the third timein
Matthew He spoke of it and every time He speaks of dying but rising again. But the rising part
seemed so impossible that the disciples never seemed to believeit.

Butitistruel Jesus Word istrue; good as gold. The resurrection He foretold came to
pass! “ He hasrisen, as He said!”

And since this most impossible resurrection istrue, it punctuates how everything else
Jesus preached from the promisesin the Old Testament Scriptures to the predictions of His
second coming in glory isaso true. And these things, my friends, can’t be left in anice story
from along time ago. These things speak to you and 1.

“ And behold, I amwith you always, to the end of the age.” That means right now and
that means you. But you might say, “I’m not good enough. I’'m too sinful. He can’t mean me.”

Y es He can. Jesus spoke truth when He said, “ | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Y ou
may try and reply, “But it’s too difficult. Following my risen Christ istoo much for me. | can’t
doit. It'simpossible. How can | be saved?’ No it’s not. Christ says, “ With man thisis
impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Jesus speaks the truth to you here and now.
He' sdone it and He s done it for you!

The truth of the resurrection isthat Christ, mortal man and divine God subjected Himself
to death and paid for al sin. But then Heturned it al around. The death that is from sin and the
sin that leads to death, that plague which has been upon mankind is reversed. Christ diesamortal
death but rises to an immortal life. And He does it so that the same resurrection can be yours,
here and now!

It'strue. Christ, who speaks only truth, has promised treasures in heaven. He speaks of a
day when Hewill say to us, “ Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”



Thisiswhy we celebrate today. Thisiswhat should make us feel giddy. The resurrection
of Christ is confirmation and assurance that all the promises of Scripture are true, and are true for
we believerstoday. We know that Israel isnot just a nation or race from ages past, but it is now
the new Isragl, the fellowship of al believerstoday, now. We know God'’ s words through the
prophet are true and that they are aimed directly at you and me. “ | have loved you with an
everlasting love; therefore | have continued my faithfulness to you. Again | will build you, and
you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall
go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of
Samaria; the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when
watchmen will call in the hill country of Ephraim: ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the LORD
our God.””

We get excited and giddy and dance about so many things of this short, temporal life God
has given us. How can we not dance and jump for joy knowing that He has gifted us so that this
blessed life leads to another, one that is perfect and without pain and tears and suffering? How
can we not be giddy knowing that the fearsome foe, deathly sin and evil, is not afoe we have to
fight but one that is already defeated on this day?

Itistrue. Itisall asHesaid! All the wonderful promises of God have come to pass, and
they have come to pass for you and | today and into eternity. We can do the dance of the
merrymakers because each of us can say, “Today, salvationismine.” God isfaithful. His Word
istrue. It all has happened just as He said it would because He is risen!



